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WPROWADZENIE

1

Pomyst ksigzki poswicconej sferze publicznej narodzit sie w umystach na-
szych doktorantéw. Nietrudno chyba odgadnaé jego Zzrédta. Pochlonieci teore-
tycznymi ujeciami polityki i kultury wspoétczesnej, nie potrafili oni zapewne
poradzi¢ sobie intelektualnie z szorstka materia otaczajacej ich rzeczywistos-
ci. Patologia zycia publicznego osiagneta u nas ostatnio — sg na to mocne do-
wody — swoje apogeum. Afery o rodowodzie przemieszania polityki i gospodar-
ki, teczki agenturalne, korupcja na wszystkich szczeblach wladzy i we wszyst-
kich bez wyjatku obszarach zycia publicznego to tematy codziennych serwi-
s6w informacyjnych, ktére przez swoja czestotliwos¢ stracity posmak sensacji
i przestaty juz szokowaé. Nie dziwi wobec tego dysonans poznawczy, jaki po-
jawia sie w umystach studentéw, nasaczonych modelowymi wizjami zycia
spotecznego, wzietymi nie tylko z podrecznikow, ale takze — a moze przede
wszystkim — z obserwacji najblizszych os6b: dobrych, szlachetnych ludzi i uczci-
wych obywateli. Zapewne réwnie skonsternowani jak mtodzi adepci politolo-
gii, moga tak poczu¢ si¢ takze, znacznie bardziej od nich doswiadczeni, za-
chodni teoretycy zycia spotecznego, ktorzy po 1989 roku, przekonani o cno-
tach obywatelskich i spoleczenistwie obywatelskim, szukali dla nich wsparcia
w doswiadczeniach wschodnioeuropejskich, w szczegdlnosci polskich (nie pro-
wadzac zresztg u nas badan empirycznych'). Ich zdaniem sukces pokojowych
rewolucji miat polegaé na ziszczeniu sie idei polityki samoograniczajqcej sie
radykalnej demokracji, w ktérej dochodzi do syntezy czynnika solidarnosci
spolecznej z paristwem i gospodarky. Wspomniani uczeni mieli wiec nadzieje,
ze to od nas poptyna ozywcze wzory i inspiracje dla starych, zaskorupiatych
i zrutynizowanych demokracji. Pr6zna nadzieja.

Zgromadzone w niniejszym tomie prace to (pozbawione raczej emocjii em-
fazy) studia i szkice przedstawicieli r6znych dyscyplin zajmujacych sie zyciem
publicznym: politologii, socjologii, filozofii, kulturoznawstwa i medioznaw-
stwa. W ich wspdélnym polu badawczym - zarysowanym przez nas w tytule

1Zob.J. L. Cohen, A. Arato, Spofeczeristwo obywatelskie a teoria spoteczna, thum.
K. Kaniowska, [w:] J. Szacki (red.), Ani ksigze, ani kupiec: obywatel. Idea spoleczeristwa
obywatelskiego w mysli wspéiczesnej, Krakow 1997, s. 140, 173; zob. tychze autoréw:
Civil Society and Political Theory, Cambridge Mass.: MIT Press 1995.
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jako kondycja, przejawy i przemiany sfery publicznej — daje sie z grubsza wy-
r6znié cztery obszary problemowe. Pierwszy z nich dotyczy praktyki i teorii
sfery publicznej w warunkach spoteczenstwa wspétczesnego, okreslanego cza-
sem jako pézno- badz ponowoczesne. Chodzi zwlaszcza o sens i granice neu-
tralno$ci liberalnego modelu przestrzeni publicznej, o to, co jest w niej kwe-
stia sprawiedliwo$ci (prawa) a co moralnosci (dobrego zycia)? Drugi blok za-
gadnienl obejmuje pytania o los zycia publicznego w opisanych powyzej re-
aliach. Jak przywr6ci¢ ,zwykltych” obywateli sferze publicznej, okupowanej
przez elity wladzy wyalienowane od spoleczeristwa? Jak sprawié, zeby proble-
my grup opresjonowanych — skazanych na milczenie, odczuwajacych zagroze-
nia np. wobec proceséw integracyjnych i modernizacyjnych, ze wzgledu na
swoja lokalnosé, tradycje, wyznanie, zawdd, pteé... — staty sie znaczacymi te-
matami spolecznego zainteresowania? Trzeci obszar obejmuje media — czy sg
one zagrozeniem czy szansa dla spotecznego dyskursu, dla ,tadu” publiczne-
go? Czy zwiekszaja ilo$¢ i zasieg autonomicznych sfer publicznych - takze
w wymiarze transnarodowym (globalnym)? Ostatni, czwarty blok problemo-
wy odnosi sie do ponadnarodowej sfery publicznej. Instytucjonalne ramy integ-
rujacej sie Europy stwarzaja (teoretycznie) szanse na ksztaltowanie sie wspol-
nej przestrzeni publicznej. Tozsamos$¢ tworzgcego si¢ organizmu politycznego
- postulowane poczucie wspélnoty — wigze sie przede wszystkim z zasadami
prawnymi zakorzenionymi w kulturze politycznej. Wedlug krytycznej teorii
spotecznej Jurgena Habermasa przestrzen publiczna powstaje dopiero wtedy,
gdy wszyscy zainteresowani podejmujg praktyczna dyskusje na temat waznosci
rzadzacych nimi regul, zaczynajg je tym samym doswiadczaé jako wiasne,
a nie narzucone z zewnatrz. Jesli Europa nie bedzie wiec dla nich jakims abs-
trakcyjnym, zbiurokratyzowanym makrokosmosem, ktéry , kolonizuje ich zycie
codzienne”. Jak zatem unikng¢ tego negatywnego scenariusza wydarzen? Czy
w wyniku integracji da sie zachowaé systemy wartosci? Czy Europa jest w sta-
nie zapewnic przestrzen, w ktérej autonomiczne narody beda mogtly artykuto-
wac swoje (uwarunkowane tradycja, kultura) stanowiska — poddawaé pod de-
bate mozliwo$¢ ich zuniwersalizowania i prawnego unormowania?

W zebranych ponizej artykutach nie znajdziemy, oczywiscie, odpowiedzi
na wszystkie te pytania. Pozwalajg sie one podzieli¢ na pie¢ czeSci, przy zasto-
sowaniu zamiennie dwdch kryteriéw: dyscypliny akademickiej oraz zakresu
przedmiotowego. Sprobujmy krétko oméwic strukture i zawarto$é tomu?.

? Integralna cze$cia niniejszej ksiazki jest, dotaczona do niej w postaci aneksu, plyta
DVD z rejestracja konferencji pt. Sfera publiczna. Kondycja i przemiany, ktéra odbyla sie
w dniach 29 listopada-1 grudnia 2004 r. w Lublinie na Wydziale Politologii Uniwersytetu
Marii Curie-Sktodowskiej oraz w Wyzszej Szkole Przedsiebiorczo$ci i Administracji. Stu-
denci, Michat Bielecki i Pawel Duklewski nagrywali materialy video. Katarzyna Jankowska
i Milena Krélikowska spedzily dlugie godziny na montowaniu tych materiatéw. Marek
Draczkowski, Piotr Kulpa i Dariusz Mikulski nagrywali material dzwickowy, a nastepnie



Wprowadzenie 9

2

Cze$¢ I, zatytutowana Wspéiczesna agora: socjologiczno-politologiczne roz-
poznania, otwiera tekst §wiatowej stawy socjologa, Zygmunta Baumana. Pry-
watne zgryzoty na miejskim rynku biora sie stad, ze we wspdlczesnym pan-
stwie i obywatelstwie — nie tylko w Polsce — co$ , szwankuje” i domaga si¢
naprawy. Pytanie, co i dlaczego? W Arystotelesowskim tréjpodziale przestrze-
ni taczacej obywateli z paristwem — na oikos, eklezje i agore — ta ostatnia miata
shuzy¢ obywatelom do ttumaczenia prywatnych intereséw na jezyk spraw, po-
trzeb i zadan publicznych. Paiistwo jest zywe i sprawne — uwazal autor Polity-
ki —jesli zywa i sprawna jest agora. Dzi$ ona ,dogorywa” — powiada Bauman —
znajdujac sie w stanie zagrozenia, jakie sprawiaja jej ,oikosy”, czyli sprawy
prywatne. Ten stan , dogorywania” sfery publicznej w sposéb jeszcze bardziej
dramatyczny przedstawia Ryszard Skarzynski — w Polsce najbardziej bodaj ra-
dykalny krytyk , demokracji medialnej”. Jego zdaniem spolteczenistwo zdomi-
nowane przez konsumpcje i telewizje nie jest i nie moze by¢ obywatelskie.
Marie Marczewska-Rytko interesuje inny aspekt funkcjonowania wspotczes-
nego spoteczenstwa i pafistwa — jest nim globalizacja. W jaki spos6b pogodzié
zasade rzadéw ludu z procesami globalizujacego sie Swiata? Jakie sg dzi$ przy-
czyny kontestowania zasad i wartosci liberalnej demokracji? Odpowiadajac
na te pytania, autorka przedstawia bogaty fragment toczacego sie obecnie dys-
kursu demokratycznego wsrdd uczonych i publicystéw. Z podobnym przegla-
dem stanowisk mamy do czynienia takze w przypadku kolejnego tekstu, au-
torstwa Bogustawy Dobek-Ostrowskiej, ktéra ukazuje problem sfery publicz-
nej w dyskusjach nad komunikowaniem politycznym. Obszerne, akademic-
kie w stylu — historyczno-problemowe i systematyczne zarazem — opracowa-
nie zagadnienia, wieniczy pierwsza cze$¢ ksiazki.

Cze$¢ I, pt. Filozoficzne aproksymacje: problemy i pojecia metateorii sfery
publicznej, przedstawia wielostronng — co oznacza takze wielojezyczng, reali-
zowang w rozmaitych konwencjach (metody analizy poje¢ stosowane w filo-
zofii klasycznej, rozwazania historyczno-genetyczne, immanentne analizy teks-
tow i in.) — refleksje filozoficzng nad sfera publiczng. Jerzy W. Gatkowski, za-
stanawiajac sie nad problemem relacji miedzy filozofig a zyciem publicznym,
przyjmuje ,optyke metafizyczng”. Stoi jednoczes$nie na stanowisku pluraliz-
mu aksjologicznego: okreslenie wspélnych wartosSci, praw, doskonatosci i spo-
sobow dziatania, uwarunkowane poznawczymi ograniczeniami cztowieka, moze
mieé, wedtug niego, jedynie charakter ,ramowy”. Filozofii praktycznej zawsze

opracowali i zmontowali klipy dZzwiekowe. Pawel Buczkowski i Piotr Michatowski fotogra-
fowali uczestnikéw konferencji i zajeli si¢ obrébka zdjeé. Nawigacje i stylistyke plyty przy-
gotowali Radostaw Kaliszuk i Piotr Celifiski, kt6ry koordynowal takze proces powstania
plyty. Redaktorzy ksiazki wyrazaja im wdzigczno$¢ i podzigkowanie za ich wielkie zaanga-
zowanie i cigzka, profesjonalna prace.



10 Wprowadzenie

chodzito o spoteczenstwo sprawiedliwe. Jakie sa jej kompetencje w tym zakre-
sie dzisiaj? W jaki spos6b omija ona putapki metafizyki, nieograniczajacej sie
tylko — jak chce Gatkowski — do ,ramowych” okre$lerr badanych zjawisk, po-
niewaz aspirujacej do wyltacznego dysponowania prawda, sktonnej do dogma-
tyzmu, a przez to do tworzenia wizji, ktdre nie liczg si¢ z rzeczywistoScig? Sg
to pytania, ktére zainspirowaty powstanie tekstu pt. Filozoficzny dyskurs spo-
teczeristwa sprawiedliwego. Jan P. Hudzik prébuje w nim zrekonstruowacé taki
typ refleksji filozoficzno-politycznej, ktéra pojawia sie — jego zdaniem — w od-
powiedzi na realia wsp6tczesnych spoteczenstw demokratycznych, realia opi-
sane w wickszo$ci przez autoréw pierwszej czesci naszego opracowania.

Krétki artykul Adama Chmielewskiego to kolejny glos w sprawie zrozu-
mienia niektérych mechanizméw , medialnej” formy demokracji. Autora in-
teresuje narastajace zjawisko biernosci politycznej, braku zaufania do polity-
ki. Samorzutna bezwolno$é, bierno$¢ i nieodpowiedzialnosé obywateli Chmie-
lewski nazywa , interpasywnoscia”, i uznaje za efekt technologicznego rozwo-
ju mediéw oraz ich zwiekszajacej sie roli w polityce. Wiestawa Wozniak w swo-
im tekscie zastanawia sie nad sytuacja, w ktérej pluralistyczne, pokawatkowa-
ne spoleczenstwo nie potrafi rozwiazywaé swoich probleméw. Dla autorki ozna-
cza to, ze nie potrafi sie ono ze sobg komunikowaé, czyli ustanawia¢ sfery
publicznej jawnosci w szczegdlnosci przez zawiazywanie kompromisow. Jakie
jest wiec miejsce i znaczenie tych ostatnich w aksjologii zycia publicznego?

Trzy ostatnie artykuly omawianej czesci to studia poswiecone pojeciu prze-
strzeni publicznej u filozoféw, ktérym w duzym stopniu zawdzieczamy jego
obecno$¢ i rehabilitacje na terenie nauk spotecznych. Sa to Jurgen Habermas,
Hannah Arendt i Agnes Heller. Nasi autorzy — kolejno Wiestaw Hladkiewicz,
Edyta Barariska i Waldemar Bulira — rekonstruuja, komentuja i aktualizuja ich
poglady, konfrontujac je ze stanem wiedzy zgromadzonym w najnowszej lite-
raturze przedmiotu.

Cze$¢ 111, Przestrzen kulturowa: rzeczywistos¢ i metafora. Propozycje in-
terpretacji, to wielogltosowa — kulturoznawcza, estetyczna, medioznawcza i pe-
dagogiczna - refleksja nad kategorig przestrzeni, ktéra w odniesieniu do kul-
tury rozumiana jest topograficznie i symbolicznie zarazem, i w obydwu zna-
czeniach wchodzi w relacje ze sferg publiczng. Rozpoczyna te cze$¢ Ewa Re-
wers tekstem pt. Europejska przestrzen kulturowa czy przestrzenny miszimasz?
Stawia w nim teze o nieskutecznosci wszelkich wyjasnien, podobnie jak i wszel-
kich regulacji aktywnosci obywatelskiej w sferze publicznej, ktére nie uwzgled-
niaja jej zanurzenia w przestrzeni kulturowej. W warunkach europejskich prze-
strzen kulturowa daje sie odczytaé — jak pokazuje Rewers — na trzy sposoby:
postmodernistyczny, kosmopolityczny i postkolonialny. Estetyk, Teresa Pcka-
la, interesuje sie z kolei sztuka w sferze publicznej, a doktadnie jej mediatyza-
cyjna rolg polegajaca na przywracaniu doswiadczenia (poczucia) historyczno-
§ci, a wraz z nim realno$ci czasu, przemijania... Te forme pamieci Pekala na-
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zywa ,przestrzenig historyczna”, na obszarze ktérej zawiazujq sic efemerycz-
ne wspolnoty dzisiejszych turystdéw, przechodniéw, przybyszéw... Inaczej prze-
strzent miejska odczytuje Konrad Miciukiewicz. To juz nie turysta, lecz inte-
lektualista, ktéry usituje odczytaé — skonfrontowaé — dzisiejsze miasto z Ha-
bermasowska wizjg sfery publicznej. Przestrzenig miejska interesuje si¢ takze
Agata Skorzyniska. Interpretuje ona rozgrywajace sie w mieScie wydarzenia
polityczne jako ,spektakl spoteczny”, , teatr w miejscach nieteatralnych”. Taka
przestrzen publiczna zamiast taczy¢ dzieli — na (zabierajacych glos) ,, aktoréw”
i (milczacych) ,widzéw”.

O szanse na aktywno$¢ obywatelska pyta takze Kazmierz Krzysztofek, z ta
tylko r6znica, ze zamiast przestrzeni miejskiej interesuje go cyberprzestrzen,
czyli Internet. O tym, czy medium to stanie sie forum obywatelskim, zadecy-
duje ostatecznie — do takiej konkluzji dochodzi autor — model naszego uczest-
nictwa w polityce, a szerzej: w kulturze. Zalezy to wiec od tego, czy bedziemy
odbiorcami masowymi (plebsem), czy niszowymi (demosem), ktorzy korzys-
taja z interaktywnosci. Podobny punkt widzenia proponuje Piotr Celifiski,
zastanawiajgc sie nad zjawiskiem , cyfrowych podziatéw” w cyberprzestrzeni.
On takze utrzymuje, ze wbrew optymistycznym zatozeniom licznych wizjo-
neréw sieci, faktycznie nie usuwa ona réznic i podziatéw spolecznych — utrwala
je raczej.

Dzisiejsza ,przestrzen kulturowa” poddana jest oddziatywaniu szeregu pro-
ces6w — socjologowie wymieniaja tu relatywizacje, detradycjonalizacje, frag-
mentacje... — ktore niosg ze soba zagrozenie dla jednostkowej i zbiorowej toz-
samos$ci. Zdaniem Bartosza Korzeniewskiego to wilasnie ten stan tlumaczy
zmiane stosunku wspotczesnych spoteczenistw do przesztosci, jest odpowie-
dzialny za poszukiwanie i potwierdzanie w niej ich niepewnej i kruchej tozsa-
mosci. W szczegblnosci zas za upowszechnianie sie dzi$ politycznych rytua-
16w pokuty. Janusz Gajda wskazuje natomiast na pedagogiczne znaczenia i im-
plikacje owego poczucia zagrozenia utraty tozsamosci. Pisze o pedagogice kul-
tury i o wychowaniu w wielokulturowym spoteczenstwie. Cze$¢ trzecia zamy-
kaja trzy komunikaty. Pierwszy z nich, autorstwa Piotra Suzyriskiego, jest
swoistg egzemplifikacja przywolanej wczesniej tezy o kryzysie tozsamosci zbio-
rowej i potrzebie nowych odczytan przesztosci. Rzecz dotyczy debaty publicz-
nej, jaka toczyta sie w Polsce wokét Jedwabnego. Drugi komunikat, Sylwii
Nadgrodkiewicz, traktuje o miejscu i znaczeniu obecnie , kultury alternatyw-
nej”. Trzeci, Luizy Szareckiej, jest prezentacja trzech teoretycznych koncepcji
komunikacji kulturowe;j.

Cze$¢ czwarta, pt. Europejska przestrzen polityczna, rozpoczyna Robert Po-
tocki tekstem, w ktorego tytule moze intrygowac pojecie ,,sity miekkiej”. Od-
nosi sie ono do ,mieckkich” komponentéw wtadzy, takich jak kultura, idee,
koncepcje polityczne. Ich zastosowanie w praktyce stosunkéw miedzynarodo-
wych oznacza gotowo$é do poszukiwania kompromisu i unikania przymusu.
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Potocki identyfikuje taka polityke z postmodernizmem i ,, postmodernistycz-
ng tozsamoscig Europy”. Porazki, jakich ona doznata przy okazji debaty nad
konstytucja europejska, analizuje nastepnie Stanistaw Konopacki. Kazimierz
Waluch natomiast koncentruje sie na pozytywnych doswiadczeniach zjedno-
czonej Europy, przedstawiajac swego rodzaju syntetyczny raport z przebiegu
programéw wsparcia finansowego europejskiej wspoétpracy kulturalne;j.

Ostatnia, pigta cze$¢ naszego opracowania to Polskie problemy z demokra-
cjq. Diagnozowanie jej kondycji rozpoczyna politolog, Stefan Stepieri. Swoje
podsumowanie 15 lat przebudowy ustroju dzieli on na trzy czesci: w pierwszej
przedstawia stanowiska afirmatywne, broniace tezy, ze system III RP odpo-
wiada standardom demokracji; w drugiej — dyskurs inspirowany zjawiskami
patologicznymi, w trzeciej — oceny, jakie wystawia naszej demokracji spote-
czenistwo. Spoteczeristwo jest tez przedmiotem rozwazan Stanistawa Micha-
towskiego, ktory pyta o jego obywatelsko$¢ — czy jest ona tylko mitem, czy tez
realng perspektywa? Autor probuje pokazaé, dlaczego w ostatnich latach coraz
mniej angazujemy sie w funkcjonowanie wspélnot lokalnych i tracimy wiare
W to, ze instytucje demokratyczne nas reprezentuja. W sukurs takiemu rozpo-
znaniu sytuacji przychodzi nastepnie Andrzej Szahaj, ktéry od dawna stawia
podobne tezy w swojej publicystyce politycznej. Filozof w naszym opracowa-
niu znalazl miejsce wsrdéd politologéw, poniewaz interesuje go gtéwnie sytu-
acja spoteczna w Polsce. Zeby uniknaé posadzenia o tendencyjnosé i osobiste
polityczne afiliacje, przymierza on do rzeczywistos$ci polskiej dwie rézne filo-
zoficzne teorie sprawiedliwosci — jedng liberalng Johna Rawlsa i drugg komu-
nitarystyczng Michaela Walzera.

Kolejny tekst, autorstwa Jarostawa Macaty, to dalsza cze$¢ historii niepo-
wodzen polskiej demokracji, tym razem widzianych oczyma postkomunistycz-
nych politykéw i publicystow. Ewe Maj — dla odmiany - interesujg prawicowe
ugrupowania i partie polityczne. Analizuje ona toczacy sie na tamach ich cza-
sopism dyskurs narodowy. Krétki komunikat Stawomira Czapnika poswieco-
ny jest z kolei miejscu i znaczeniu problematyki ekologicznej w toczacym sie
u nas po 1989 roku dyskursie politycznym. Na koniec Katarzyna Mieczkow-
ska-Czerniak przedstawia probke swoich badan nad relacjami miedzy whadza,
spoteczenistwem a mediami na szczeblu lokalnym.

3

Chetnie odwiedzamy agore, kiedy dzieje si¢ na niej co$§ waznego, co$ co
i nas samych dotyczy. Jesli nie jeszcze dzi$, to jutro, jesli nie bezposrednio, to
posrednio, w kazdym przypadku jednak musi tu chodzi¢ o co$, czego — dobrze
0 tym wiemy — nie wolno nam zbagatelizowa¢, i do czego ustosunkowanie si¢
traktujemy serio, jako kwestie naszej odpowiedzialnosci. Przerywamy dzigki
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temu nagle domowg krzataning, ubieramy sie stosownie i wychodzimy na
spotkanie — ze swoimi wspétobywatelami, bliskimi i dalekimi bliznimi - po-
Swiecone naszym wspélnym sprawom. Wynika stad — po pierwsze — ze sfera
publiczna zaktada istnienie procedur demokratycznych: wolnosci wypowiada-
nia i gromadzenia sie itd., ale bynajmniej do nich si¢ nie ogranicza, implikuje
i konotuje bowiem takze okre§lona moralno$é. Domaga sie przeciez od nas
wzajemnego uznania. To formalne kryterium, jakim jest uznanie — godnosci
kazdego jako osoby — okre$la jednocze$nie (formalne) warunki nieuznania,
wykluczenia. Tak jak Arystotelesowi, tak i nam dzisiaj nie uda si¢ wiec ode-
rwac catkowicie polityki od etyki. Bez komponentu etycznego nie da sie bo-
wiem ani ustanowié, ani utrzymac przy zyciu demokracji deliberacyjnej, w kt6-
rej podejmowanie decyzji politycznych dokonuje sie na otwartej scenie (przy
powszechnej jawnosci), na drodze dyskursu w systemie politycznym, gdzie
wladza sprawowana jest zgodnie z zasadami panistwa prawa. Zachowanie tej
konstrukeji jest niemozliwe bez moralnosci, ktéra nie moze by¢ zamknicta
w jakim$ odrebnym systemie, lecz musi mieé odniesienie do zycia codzienne-
go — musi by¢ w nim zakorzeniona. Po drugie, zgodnie z tym, co powiedziano,
owo wyjScie z domu nie oznacza koniecznie jakiego$ zachowania w okreslonej
przestrzeni fizycznej, zawsze jednak odnosi sie ono do przestrzeni komunika-
cyjnej. Nie sposdb rozpoznaé probleméw ogdlnospotecznych inaczej jak tylko
w warunkach publicznej debaty, porozumiewania sie ludzi, ktérzy wzajemnie
sie uznaja i sa na siebie otwarci, nasluchuja otaczajacego ich Swiata z réznych
stron — poprzez calg sie¢ czujnikéw, takich jak media, organizacje, stowarzy-
szenia, fundacje, wladze samorzadowe itd. Formulowane na ich forum pogla-
dy zastuguja na miano opinii publicznej, jesSli w sposdb wymierny wptywajq
na kierunek podejmowania decyzji politycznych pozostajacych w gestii admi-
nistracji panstwowej — parlamentu i rzadu. Polityka, ktdra jest glucha na takie
komunikaty, ponosi sromotna kleske. Dowody na to znalez¢é mozemy nie tyl-
ko w Polsce.

Pod wplywem proceséw integracyjnych i globalizacyjnych polityka i pan-
stwo powoli, ale sukcesywnie zmieniaja na naszych oczach swoje dotychcza-
sowe funkecje i znaczenia. Procesy prywatyzacji edukacji, shuzby zdrowia, poczty,
kolei itd. oznaczajg koniec — odczarowanie — teorii i praktyki nowoczesnej
Wwizji pafistwa, mocnego przez racjonalne kierowanie, , sterowanie” catym spo-
teczenstwem. Koniec starego jest poczatkiem nowego paradygmatu. Jaki on
bedzie? Tego dzi$ tak naprawde nikt jeszcze nie wie. Pewne jest to jedynie, ze
w sytuacji, kiedy spoteczeristwo staje sie coraz bardziej rozbite i pokawatko-
wane, polityka staje sie , systemem” coraz bardziej rozproszonym i odpowied-
nio coraz mniej sterownym; problematyczne staja sic wzajemne relacje mie-
dzy wladzg a obywatelami. Ci ostatni, zdani coraz bardziej na wlasne sity, nad
solidarno$c¢ i wsp6lne dobro stawiaja interesy prywatne, konsumpcje i uzycie.
Tam gdzie dominuja prywatne interesy jednostek oraz prawa rynku prywatnej
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wymiany handlowej, ostabieniu ulega nie tylko wladza administracyjna, ale
takze polityczna sfera publiczna, praktyki obywatelskiego samostanowienia.
Wtadza i spoteczenistwo biora ze sobg rozwdd, wzajemnie si¢ od siebie alienu-
ja. Obywatele, ktérzy maja problemy z ksztaltowaniem swojej woli i opinii,
w rezultacie zaczynaja tez mieé problemy z wlasng tozsamoscia (w skali jed-
nostkowej i zbiorowej), zapominaja o tradycji, zrywaja wiezi wspdlnotowe —
rodzinne, lokalne, zawodowe, religijne i inne. Sporo mozna na ten temat prze-
czytaé w naszym opracowaniu.

Na zakoriczenie chcieliby$my przywotaé jeszcze tylko dwa zdarzenia, ktére
rozegraty sie juz w trakcie prac redakcyjnych nad niniejsza ksiazka. Pierwsze z
nich zdaje sig, jesli nie podwazaé, to przynajmniej ostabiaé¢ nasza ogdlng dia-
gnoze. Mamy tu na mys$li $mieré papieza Jana Pawla II (2 kwietnia 2005 r.): na
okres zatoby niemal we wszystkich zakatkach $wiata, szczegdlnie za§ w Pol-
sce, spontanicznie zawiazala sie Swigteczna wspélnota. Media zrezygnowaty
na ten czas z polityki i reklamy, pokazaly ,ludzky twarz”, odkryly sens swojej
shuzby spotecznej. Mlodziez samodzielnie organizowata masowe spotkania,
komunikowata sie w tym celu bardziej za pomocg sms-6w i Internetu niz
prasy, radia czy telewizji. W jej zachowaniach komentatorzy — publicysci i so-
cjologowie — dostrzegli przezycia na miare doswiadczenia pokoleniowego.

Drugie zdarzenie natomiast stanowi ekspresje spoteczeristwa zdezintegro-
wanego, jest wyrazem lekow i niepokojéw wspdtczesnych indywidualistow.
Wiaze sie ono z ratyfikacja Traktatu Konstytucyjnego UE — pod koniec maja
2005 roku w referendum odrzuca go spoleczenstwo francuskie (przypomnij-
my, ze jego projekt opracowywany byt pod kierownictwem bylego prezydenta
Francji Valery’ego Giscarda d’Estaine’a), a zaraz po nim holenderskie... Szok
i konsternacja. W rezultacie Unia Europejska znalazta sie w najwiekszym kry-
zysie w catej swojej historii. W czasach ,postdemokratycznych” (Ulrich Beck)
politycy rozmijaja sie ze swoimi wyborcami, ktérych jest na ogét niewielu,
a i tak wickszos$¢ z nich to tylko rytualni uczestnicy zycia politycznego, spoty-
kajacy sie zwykle raz na cztery lata przy urnach wyborczych. Jakimi problema-
mi na co dzien oni zyja — o tym elity nie majg, jak si¢ i tym razem okazato,
bladego pojecia.

Mamy nadzieje, ze ksigzka, ktéra przedktadamy Czytelnikowi, pozwoli Mu
lepiej zrozumieé tego typu wydarzenia. Ze znajdzie On w niej klucze interpre-
tacyjne i nici przewodnie do samodzielnego poruszania sie po dzisiejszym fo-
rum publicznym. Ze wreszcie podjeta w niej debata nie ograniczy sie tylko do
srodowiska akademickiego i bedzie miata swoj dalszy cigg w spotecznym dia-
logu, jaki toczy sie na agorze, niezaglhuszonej przez telewizje, otwartej na kaz-
da konwersacje¢ i kazda kulturg — takze kawiarniana, czatowa, sms-owa...

Wiestawa WozZniak, Jan P. Hudzik
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PusLIC SPHERE
CONDITION — MANIFESTATIONS — TRANSFORMATIONS

Part I
Contemporary Agora: Sociological - Politological Recognition

ZYGMUNT BAUMAN

PRIVATE WORRIES ON THE URBAN MARKET

The author poses a thesis that there is something wrong with the contemporary state
and citizenship — not only in Poland — and that they call for restoration. From the Aristotelian
point of view, in the threefold division of the space that combines citizens with their state
into oikos, ecclesia, and agora, it is the latter that was supposed to serve them to translate
private interests into the language of public affairs, needs, and tasks. The state is alive and
effective — the Stagirite thought — if its agora is alive and effective. The author claims that
today it is dying and is endangered by its “oikoses,” that is, private affairs. This is because
the contemporary ecclesia is also changing, i.e. the power of the national state is waning in
the globalizing world, there are more and more affairs that have traditionally belonged to
its competencies and now they become depoliticized, privatized, and are left at the will of
the market laws. Pestered by troubles, left on their own, and deprived of the sense of safety
in their oikos, the citizens/consumers arrive at the urban market in the quest of solutions
for their problems.

RyszARD SKARZYNSKI

IS POLITICS PUBLIC? THE POLITOLOGIST’S POINT OF VIEW

In the works of intellectuals there has been established a conviction that politics is
a public phenomenon. Meanwhile, politics is not only public behaviours of political leaders
and of their political environment, but also political relationships in which interactions of
different social entities, communities, groups, organizations or unions find their expression.
In addition, in modern society the message is conveyed via mass media, most of all via
television, which complicates the public dimension of politics. This part of public sphere
which functions on the tv screen does not serve the political debate, but the sale of products.
Therefore, the public participation of citizens faces many obstacles, which may cause that
public life ought to be perceived somewhat differently than many intellectuals think it
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ought to be. The public sphere of medial democracy needs a new interpretation in sociological
categories and in the perspective of mass media functioning.

MariA MARCZEWSKA-RYTKO

THE CONTEMPORARY DEMOCRATIC DISCOURSE

The aim of the present paper is to show the contemporary democratic discourse. There
are presented several problems: interrelations democracy and globalization processes, reasons
of the growing dissatisfaction of citizens with the contemporary liberal-democratic systems,
the most important elements of the discourse. Many analysts focus on the growing distance
separating modern democracies from the declared ideals. Manifestations of this phenomen-
on: distrust of the institutions of representative democracy, distrust of politicians, the role
of political industry which manipulates political attitudes is rising, tendency to take notice
of voters only during the election periods, public opinion is worked upon by all kinds of
media. It is argued that globalization processes are becoming a trap for a democracy. We are
faced with a series of new kinds of problems connected with the relationship between
domestic and foreign relations, state sovereignty and international determinants.

Bocustawa DoOBEK-OSTROWSKA

THE PUBLIC SPHERE AND THE POLITICAL COMMUNICATION STUDIES

The political communication studies are about fifty years old and they are one of the
youngest areas of social science. There are behavioral, structral and functionalist,
interactionist and dialogical approaches. The last one has been popular since the translation
in 1989 into English of the book entitled The Structural Transformation of the Public
Sphere of Habermas. There has been much reference to the concept of a public sphere in
speaking of the role of the mass media in political life. The concept of this is present in the
political communication studies. The public sphere refers to a notional space, which provides
a more or less autonomous and open arena or forum for public debate. Access to the public
sphere is free, freedom of assembly, association and expression are guaranteed. The public
sphere is a base for the development of civic society. The mass media, when organized in
an appropriate way, can be considered one of the most important intermediary institutions
of the civil society. The role of mass media is perceived in many ways by researchers.
A model of a media constructed public sphere, based on recent theory and studies in political
communication, which seems more negative than positive in its contribution to civil society.
An extensive reliance on mass media has been accompanied by an increase in cynicism
and negativism towards politics in general. The negative view of the current state of media
and democracy is not shared by all. There are arguments in favour of contemporary forms
of political communication. The evidence for decline in standards of media performance
as a result of commercialization is not very strong.
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Part II
Philosophical Approximations: Problems and Concepts
of the Metatheory of Public Sphere

Jerzy W. GALKOWSKI

PHILOSOPHY AND PUBLIC LIFE

The paper defines some ways by which philosophy may approach public life. In the
beginning, philosophy was defined in the categories of classical thought, above all
Aristotelian, and the modern philosophy of consciousness. Public life (in opposition to
private life) has been shown as one of the aspects of the whole of human life. This approach
does not only ensure, but even requires, the application of philosophy to the study of public
life, its structure, its value, its meaning for the human being. The further part of the paper
is an attempt to show how this can be done.

Jan P. Hupzik

THE PHILOSOPHICAL DISCOURSE OF A JUST SOCIETY

Practical philosophy has always meant a just society. What are its competencies in this
area today? In what way does it avoid the traps of metaphysics that aspires to truth, that is
prone to dogmatism and thereby to visions which ignore reality? The paper is an attempt
at a methodological (metaphilosophical) ordering of this field of reflection. It opens with
a presentation of the modern philosophical criticism with its product, i.e. a form of the
conception of liberal democracy. That criticism is then confronted with another critical
attitude which in its attempt to put social matters in a just order does not resort to ultimate
reasons, and accepts the expedient character of its claims. In a further part, the author
reconstructs the philosophy of politics which — in the first place — appears as a compensation
in response to the realities of contemporary democratic societies (multiculturalism, the
decline of the modern formula of the state and politics). Secondly, this philosophy sets the
non-dogmatic type of social criticism in opposition to dogmatic criticism and the so-called
politics of identity. It proposes affirmative criticism with its moderate regulative ambitions,
together with an open and inclusive concept of politics. The author suggests to define its
language as analogical in the metaphorical manner. He sets political philosophy as a theory
of the state and law in opposition to the theory of the faculty of judging, i.e. practical
reason inclined to values and moderately utopian.

AbDAM CHMIELEWSKI

TWO CONCEPTS OF UNITY

The aim of the paper is to introduce a distinction between two concepts of unity, which
I would like to be understood in the context of a parallel distinction, that of two concepts
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of liberty, introduced by Isaiah Berlin in 1958. The first kind of unity I would like to be
understood as a unity of enforced dogma, the other, the unity of negotiated compromise.
The first kind of the unity is achieved through imposition or enforcement, the other is the
unity negotiated or hard-won through an argument and through an effort toward mutual
understanding. Any community exists in so far as its members are engaged in a permanent
debate about what their community is supposed to be. A continuous debate about the
identity of a community, conducted within it, is a sign of its life. The death of such an
argument would signify that the community has lost its strength and attractiveness, that its
members do not wish to take any active part in co-determining its future. A living community
builds its unity in a process of a continuously negotiated and renegotiated compromise.
From this it follows that a community is never constituted by unanimity; rather, unanimity
is a sign of its atrophy. I propose that the concept of a community cannot be understood in
abstraction from the two different concepts of unity juxtaposed in the paper.

Wiestawa WOZNIAK

COMPROMISE AS A PUBLIC VALUE

The following work is a theoretical reflection on the value of compromise in
anthroposphere and its role in public discourse. The author tries to understand and explain
the phenomenon of compromise understood as a moral act in an individual and social
dimension. She concentrates on two questions: first, the notion of compromise and related
existing and possible connotations (these problems are defined as semantic and pragmatic),
second, attributes of compromise as an axiological structure. The core of the structure is
value as such, on which other values such as reconciliation, forgiveness or forgetting are
founded. In that context the author discusses interpretative options of compromise on the
basis of understanding it as a quasi-text (in related to Paul Ricoeur’s way of interpreting
human activity as a kind of semantic autonomy). Uncovering of the relation between the
rational and moral dimension of compromise — relation of co-dependence and entailment
— allows the author to show, that compromise, understood as a moral experience, is at the
same time a commitment, in which the category of responsibility plays a crucial role;
responsibility understood as a realization of self as Other. The author considers also the
possibility of a perfect compromise, realizing her model as a desired compromise. In the
conclusion the author emphasizes that the value of compromise is defined by a specific to
its moral dimension recognition synthesis of need, possibility and necessity, representing
itself in responsible acting. In that perspective compromise shows itself as an art of reaching
out for the desired, the ability being the result of rationality and moral consciousness of
acting. A value of compromise is also interaction itself. It creates the ability of re-integration
and decomposition of co-existing value systems, reducing the areas of conflict.



SUMMARIES 473

Wiestaw HEADKIEWICZ

THE CONCEPT OF PUBLIC SPHERE IN JURGEN HABERMAS'S
CRITICAL THEORY

The characteristic of “public sphere” idea by Jirgen Habermas presented in the article
(de facto Offentlichkeit notion) shows clearly that it is the concept from sociopolitical
reflection area and sociopolitical theory. This notion has two dimensions — descriptive and
normative one. It helps to describe some phenomena and processes in definite historical
circumstances and sociopolitical conditions. It contains also definite normative matter,
which however is not the result of metaphysical investigations over Offentlichkeit, but is
revealed in auto-reflection process, which is the subject of “resonating public”.

This is very important to underline that the effect of this process can be the impeachment
of hitherto existing normative-descriptive auto-envision and the completely new description
of public sphere. It can show for example that hitherto functioning public sphere is in
reality the sphere of “ritual chaos” and the sphere of “dummy discourse”, and also the
denial of normative principles, such as for example the principle of evidence (the public
life). Then what is “evident and public” becomes the instrument of demystification.

EDyTA BARANSKA

THE RISK OF BEING IN PUBLIC

The subject of this article is the category of risk of participation in politics elaborated
on the example of political theory of Hannah Arendt. The mentioned problem is closely
connected with her understanding of politics. The author also would like to answer the
question about the meaning of that phenomenon today. That is why this paper consists of
three parts. The first part is a description of ancient polis which, for Arendt, was a model
of so-called “true politics”. A risk determined the very existence of polis. The second part
of the article is a picture of event, which in Arendt’s opinion, has deformed the public
space. This event was the French Revolution. The third part of the study concerns
the condition of contemporary politics which, in Arendt’s mind, is a description of the
decline of public sphere.

WALDEMAR BULIRA

A GOOD MAN AND A GOOD CITIZEN. THE CONTEMPORARY
REHABILITATION OF CLASSIC CATEGORIES OF PHILOSOPHY OF POLITICS

The issue of this paper is a vague status of two categories of classic political philosophy:
a good man and a good citizen in contemporary discourse about politics. The author would
like to answer the following question: is there any space for both of them on the modern
agora? This paper consists of three parts. In the first one the author discuses the attitude of
Aristotle who introduced these categories into the language of political philosophy. In the
second one he elaborates on modern political philosophy’s break with classic tradition and
uses an example of the political theory of Niccolo Machiavelli. The contemporary
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rehabilitation of the categories of a good man and a good citizen — the third part of this
paper — is shown on the basis of the example of philosophy of Agnes Heller. From her point
of view modern negation of the mentioned categories is disputable. It seems that she sees
a space for both of them in public sphere. In her mind they share some common loose
ethos — ethos of responsibility for the Other and for the world.

Part IIT
Cultural Space: Reality and Metaphor. The Proposals of Interpretation

Ewa REWERS
EUROPEAN CULTURAL SPACE OR SPATIAL MISCHMASCH?

The questions which motivate my problematization of the cultural space are the
following: is it possible to retell the public sphere in such a way as to open up a conceptual
space for a settling of accounts with modernity that prepares the ground for imagining
a different postmodernity, modern reflexivity, and postcolonial? How far are the issues of
social fragmentation and globalization, migration and new diaspora , hybridity and fixed
identity central to this refiguration? First of all, I discuss a preliminary conception of ‘cultural
space’ and ‘public sphere’ since their meanings differ. Much of my discussion focuses on
the question of communicational and spatial dimensions of public sphere without, however,
engaging directly with the issue of the ‘politics of space’. Secondly, I explore the idea of pure
cultural space vs. the practice of mixing and blurring cultural spaces. My interest here is
twofold. On the one hand, I try to understand some aspects of different concepts of
cosmopolitism, and cosmopolitan identity. On the other hand, the kind of postcolonial
questioning to which I referred indicate strategies in order to reinterpret the very concept
of public sphere in terms of cultural space.

TERESA PEKALA

ART AND MEMORY IN THE PUBLIC SPACE

The point of this text is to expose a role of a contact with artistic objects, which initiate
a memory’s experience in the public space. I'm starting with a significance assigned by
M. Foucault to a space specific for the modern world, defining it as the “heterotopia”. An
inhabitant of a great metropolis doesn’t feel like a part of history anymore, and along with
it, he lost sense of time’s reality and passing of all things. Contact with former architecture
can restore this sense, this unique dimension of experience. And I mean not the history
but memory of past. Memory of the past can be a source of aesthetic experiences even
though an object, that releases memory of the past, doesn’t actually have any artistic values.

I distinguish three forms of memory of the past: tradition, history’s heritage and space.
I analize their role in creating bonds with former generations. The subjects of this research
are elements of landscape, sacral objects and objects of art. I'm also using H. Taine’s,
H. Paetzold’s and T. Adorno’s texts as a context of philosophical analysis of this specific
kind of memory’s experience.
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Finally, I'm asking the question: is it possible, to experience historically, if we're dealing
with copies, reproductions of old masterpieces, buildings or even landscape (theme parks)?
This problem is worthy of deepened reflection, at least because of architectural scale or
generally artistic reproduction in the public space.

KonrAD MICIUKIEWICZ

BETWEEN THE PUBLIC SPHERE AND THE PUBLIC SPACE IN THE CITY

The paper is an attempt to transfer the conception of the public sphere of Jirgen
Habermas onto urban space. Public space in the city, at the level of creation is involved in
a number of social interrelations, processes, events, practices and discourses. Its material
and mental dimensions take place in defining the possibilities and limitations of the civil
society. The text aims at finding an answer to the question whether, and how physical
public spaces (streets, squares, parks) become the spatial reflection of the public sphere or
spheres in the city. Can one rationally talk about the creation of space?Is it possible to
formulate the vision of “a good city”? And finally, what is the role of individual perceptions
and individual appropriating tactics in constructing urban public spaces?

AGATA SKORZYNSKA

POLITICAL SPECTACLE. THEATRICALISATION IN THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN
DURING THE EUROPEAN UNION PARLIAMENTARY PRE-ELECTIONS
IN WRZESNIA

One of the most common associations of the term “public sphere” is “space of
performance”, that leads us to metaphorical concepts of public activity as an acting/
performing on theatrical stage. According to Guy Debord’s diagnosis of the modern societies
condition we can describe this aspect of public sphere as an Spectacle. Crucial intention of
Debord’s statement expressed in “The Society of Spectacle” was critical analysis of social
relationships based on deceitful image of real condition. On the other hand, the social
spectacle can be interpreted in accordance with other theoretical approaches, that explain
interpersonal and public communication as a performance as well. Erving Goffman’s
conception of self-presentation in everyday life or Victor Turner’s “social drama” are the
very best examples of less critical point of view, from which the social spectacle not necessarily
means the manipulation of public opinion. Dramaturgical approach gives us a more
optimistic notion of “social stage” as a space of self-presenting (acting), but still creative
and active individuals. Taking both of these perspectives into consideration, I attempt to
describe the contemporary Polish political activity in terms of theatricalisation and
performance theory. This leads me to search for theatrical sources of the post-modern
social spectacle. The main subject of an analysis enclosed in this paper is pre-elections to
the European Parliament arranged by the municipal government in Wrze$nia (May 2004).
Such an issue requires to take into consideration few basic elements of theatrical performance
such as space, settings, actors and spectators. Analysing political presentations during the
parliamentary pre-elections we are able to describe this event as a specifically post-modern
social spectacle and an example of theatricalisation of political action.
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Kazimierz KrRzYSZTOFEK

SHALL THE NETWORK SAVE THE PUBLIC SPHERE?

The paper is meant to show the dualistic nature of the Internet both as a medium of
communication and an alternative social environment, where more and more human energy
is vented. The dualistic nature of Internet consists on the one hand in creating a platform
engaging people in social activities, and on the other in promoting the network individualism
losing social bonds. I tend to reject both extreme approaches: internetophobia and
internetoenthusiasm. I am more inclined to an approach according to which Internet as
a tool is blind and does not see goals it serves. It is users who see and realize their aims and
choices which might be civism oriented or egotistic. This school of thought is based on
human activism, in which all depends on people. I advocate a modified approach: much
depends on the user but not all. We are partly dependent on the very nature of this medium:
it imposes new forms of societal organization we do not have control over. In a word, my
perception of Internet can be described as “soft” determinism.

Protr CELINSKI

DIGITAL UNEQUALITIES

In the last twenty years Internet becomes the fastest-growing and spreading communicat-
ion environment in a history of our civilization. Although actual directions of its development
are far from visions which put the Web in a position of “electronic agora”, find it as a cure
for many social, cultural or political problems. Instead of implementing those visions
contemporary societies are divided by widening social gaps — between the rich and poor,
interacting and intreracted, those who live in the cities and those who live outside them,
the East and the West. We face redirecting and widening traditional boundaries, gaps and
inequalities into a new digital, networked level. This article tries to characterize this level
in both local-Polish and global perspectives.

BARTOSZ KORZENIEWSKI

POLITICAL RITUALS OF PENANCE IN THE PERSPECTIVE OF CULTURAL
TRANSFORMATIONS OF THE PRESENT TIME

The author of the article is trying to find an answer to the question on the reasons for
the appearance and spread of penance rituals as a means of repenting for doing wrong in
the past. He indicates a few cultural processes responsible for the spread of that phenomenon,
e.g. growing importance of the concept of a wrong, the change in violence valorization in
the late-modern societies, the collapse of a one solid form of collective memory and the
identity crisis. The author is of the opinion that only by referring to a wider cultural context
is it possible to fully explain the phenomenon mentioned in the title.
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Janusz GAjpA

BEING A CONTEMPORARY CITIZEN - THE IDEA AND REALITITIES
(EDUCATIONAL ASPECT)

In this article patriotic and civic education is treated in pedagogical aspect. These issues
were among the most important ones in publications of educationalists of inter-war Poland,
especially those following the trend of pedagogy of culture and those in all works of Bogdan
Suchodolski. They were always connected with universal values. Nationalism and cosmopol-
itism were alien to them and patriotism identified with patriotic duties was connected
with internationalism.

Nowadays, these issues are gaining a new, actual and wider meaning, because of the
fact that Poland joined the European Union. Now patriotic and civic education is, like
previously, based on common humanistic values. Although it is treated widely: not only as
duties towards “small nation” and country, but also engagement and loyalty towards extended
nation-Europe and whole wide world.

Protr SuzyNski

REMEMBRANCE AND BUILDING OF NATIONAL IDENTITY. REMARKS
CONCERNING JEDWABNE TOWN

This article is an attempt at considering the question of social remembrance as a part
of national identity. We focus our interest on public effects of revealing the case of mass
murder of Jewish inhabitants of Jedwabne town (1941) after sixty years. Issues mentioned
in the text are briefly as follows:

+ possibility/necessity of reconsidering the past by Poles after the collapse of communism,

+ memory as a part of national identity according to L. Kotakowski’s model of grup/
national identity,

¢ J. T. Gross publication of Neighbours in 2001 and his thesis and the result of National
Remembrance Institute (IPN) investigation on the 1941 incident,

+ high diversity of opinions on the subject among Polish intellectualists, commentators,
etc., and political and ideological horizon of opinions,

+ problem with acceptance of, sometimes different than used to, view of our own past
— rather objection than social readiness,

* poor effects of media debate and IPN’s investigation effects on Poles beliefs according
to opinion polls.

Syrwia NADGRODKIEWICZ

THE VOICE OF ALTERNATIVE CULTURE IN THE PUBLIC SPHERE

I try to locate the alternative culture in the public sphere and point out its contemporary
problems in this essay. In the first part I explain the definition of the alternative culture
and enumerate its aims. In the second part I attempt to find the places where alternative
culture is appearing nowadays. In the third part I finish with the conclusion that although
the alternative culture lost its impetus and power, it is still vivid and life-giving.
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Luiza SzarRecka

THREE THEORIES OF THE INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION

The article is a short analysis of the three theories of the intercultural communication:
Fred Casmir’s “Third Culture”, a new paradigm of cultural anthropology and Jiirgen
Habermas's theory of the communication act. All of them are meant to build a new form
of dialogue based on the ethics as a superior value.

According to Fred Casmir, the process of building of the “third culture” is being realized
when the individuals tend to replace their previous attitudes, values and habits with the
new ones in order to assimilate to each other. As a result, the individuals include the new
values and revised attitudes into their own set of rules. Casmir’s theory underlines the
ethical factor of the communication: we ought to communicate with each other not for our
own ends but just for the reason of being in contact with each other. However, the reality is
that in the international communication the unilateral interests still dominate.

The model of the intercultural communication presented by the culture anthropologists
seem to emphasize the similar conclusions. So far in the intercultural discourse the ideas
of domination and conquest played the major role. Nowadays this situation has undergone
the dramatic change: what is being underlined is the need of the acceptance of the differences
under the terms of equity. This new proposal is a way to decolonize our model of thinking,
to introduce the superiority of “participation” over “acknowledgment”, to expose ourselves
to “the other”. And the moral of this is that the dialog needs to be continued despite the
differences of religion, race, sex and language.

The third of the models presented in the article is the Habermas’ theory — recognized as
one of the most discussed theories in the field of sociology. The bottom line of his thinking
is the definition of acts of communication which he sees as a way to accomplish consensus.
The basic experience of human existence is rational and constraints-free communication.
The social life of human being is based on the pursue to understand each other. The
argumentation assures that all parties involved in the process of communication take part,
on equal terms, in the joint effort to seek the truth and nothing but the power of arguments
can prevail.

Part IV
European Political Space

RoBerT PoTOCKI

THE PHILOSOPHY OF “SOFT POWER” IN POSTMODERN PUBLIC SPHERE
OF THE EU

In a famous essay by Jacques Derrida and Jiirgen Habermas they point to the fact that
the process of spiritual liberation of Europe from under political and cultural domination
of the USA has just begun. In Europe, the idea of soft power is based on principles of
realistic utopia and ideology of non-violence. This is also the policy following the idea of
self-limiting of the state to the problems of the international community and the idea of
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common good based on values which pass for universal. The task of the EU is creating of
the public sphere which arises out of non-territorial social base.

The acceptance of the public sphere as the basis of international relations suggests that
the EU holds up the rule of “saint calm” and total nihilism in case of crisis situations. The
EU rejectsa violence in international relationships, but — for geostrategy reasons — it cannot
escape from this problem if it wants to keep peace in the rivalry between world powers and
build multilateral bases of total order. Dilemmas around the idea of “crash of civilization”
or else “the end of history” indicate that two principal determinants are needed for
maintenance of total order: steered international right and power moderated by law.

StanNistaw KONOPACKI

THE PUBLIC SPHERE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION IN THE LIGHT OF THE
DEBATE ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL TREATY

It seemed that the Furopean Convention set up at the Laeken summit in 2001 would
be an important step towards building the European public sphere which was to decide
upon the future of the EU. Participation of the representatives of the Member States of the
EU and the candidate countries, the representatives of NGO’s and various interests groups
was a sign of increasing the democratic legitimisation of the EU preparing a project of the
constitution. In this way Convention seemed to be the very embodiment of the deliberative
democracy. According to the Habermas’ theory of deliberative democracy, it is important
for a decision to be taken not necessarily to be a result of a voting procedure but rather
a consequence of a free debate. In principle, all participants are entitled to speak without
any constraints, whether on themes, questions, time and resources. The Convention
appeared as a common space of free communication secured by legal rights to freedom of
expression. The core of legitimisation lies in the feeling of participants that they are co-
authors of legislation they decided to adopt.

The Habermas’ model emphasized the importance of debate itself, argumentation and
exchange of opinions. Also it contained a form of legitimization for supranational institutions
which transcends the traditional way of compromising as a result of the majority voting.

However, the very proceedings of the Convention and the character of the further debate
on the constitutional treaty of the EU seem to show that all hopes for arising the European
public sphere appeared to be too optimistic. The arguments used during the debate and the
style of a constitutional discourse show that all sides which participated in the Convention
and IGC were pretty far from meeting the conditions of deliberative democracy.

Kazmmierz WALUCH

CULTURAL COOPERATION OF THE UNITED EUROPE’S COUNTRIES;
EXPERIENCES AND PROPOSAL OF THE THIRD GENERATION PROGRAMME

The first activities that caused the creation of European Coal and Steel Community
and after that European Economic Community and European Atomic Energy Community
had generally an economic aspect. What is more there were directives to built the economic
cooperation up in the strict field. The elements of culture appeared in different sphere of
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life (for example tourism, the protection of the environment, acceptance of the diplomas).
The Treaty of Maastricht gave culture a new, important place in the integration process in
Europe. Consequently these statements were the base to create first European programs of
financial support for culture cooperation, like: KALEJDOSKOP - connected with artistic
and cultural activities, ARIANE - connected with books and reading, RAPHAEL — connected
with the culture heritage.

Following the suggestion of Council and European Parliament, The European Commiss-
ion presented in 1998 the proposal of cultural cooperation in Europe. The aim of this
proposal was to improve the cooperation in the culture field, directly in the aspects of
cultural common activities promotion, assertion of cultural differences, the importance of
cultural activities in economic and social growth and the dialogue between cultures all over
the world. The programme of CULTURE 2000 will exist in the permanent shape till 2006.
There are created new solutions connected with the changes in the integration process in
Europe. The response to this situation will be the proposal of a new programme of the third
generation — CULTURE 2007.

Part V
Polish Problems with Democracy

STEFAN STEPIEN

THE POSITION OF POLISH DEMOCRACY

This study presents the reflection and the summary of political transformation in Poland
since 1989. The position of Polish democracy is connected with permanent dropping confid-
ence of public opinion in the State, Government and politicians. Only 20 per cent of Poles
affirmed that Polish democracy has worked correctly in 2004. Two third of Poles have
thought otherwise. The low attendance of elections (about 50%) shows disappointment of
citizens with transformation. Besides, there are few elements of this disappointment: first,
this is high unemployment, second, the corruption, third, the bribery.

The political scientists, the politicians, the publicists and the journalists have presented
two standpoints on the position of democracy since 1989. One of them have thought that
polish political system had got democracy standards and the crisis of democracy was connect-
ed with political transformation. This is the procedural-liberal standpoint. While the others
have presented the standpoint of the substantial democracy. They have said that Poland
was quasi democracy. There was not an idea of republican. Polish political parties still
become demoralized, which has been best shown by the Rywingate and the Orlengate. The
third Republic of Poland was set up above society by order of superior authority. The liberal
part of Solidarity (Solidarnos¢) and the politicians of communist regime have come to
understanding of the future of Poland. There was no political revolution, decommunisation
or settling up accounts with the Polish People’s Republic. So, the adherents of decommunis-
ation, who are associated with the Law and Justice Party (Prawo i Sprawiedliwos¢), have
proposed to set up the fourth Republic of Poland.
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STANISEAW MICHAEOWSKI

CIVIL SOCIETY IN POLAND - A MYTH OR A REAL PERSPECTIVE

At the beginning of the system transformation in Poland (since 1989) frequent references
to the ideal of civil society were made, often inspired by authors from Western Europe who
have noticed that in our country, the same way as the whole of Eastern and Central Europe,
a universal political process of its emergence was in progress. It was to be represented in
the growing activity of the society (especially of civil committees and non-government
organizations) for full sovereignty and democratization of the state, free market economy
and fulfilment of the rule of subsidiarity on the basis of the re-created local government. It
can be then assumed after Andrzej Siciniski that there appeared horizontal organization of
the society, which was at the same time an active society.

After 15 years of experience in building of the III Republic of Poland, the faith in the
possibility of creating a civil society has definitely weakened. Corruption, private interests,
influence of political parties on local self-governments and state institutions, and also
scandals connected with privatization of national property have led to a deep disbelief in
the fact that consecutive governments and often self-government authorities, really care
about the welfare of the citizens. The society, refusing to accept that way of wielding power,
more and more often becomes passive, does not vote in the elections, withdraws from
active participation in non-government organizations and political parties. The feeling of
helplessness and lack of subjectivity gradually deepens, the phenomenon of alienation and
anomy spreads in the society. Zdzistaw Pietrasik rightly notices that the problem of treating
the state as an ‘Unloved Republic’ deepens. Very up-to-date are also the words of Andrzej
Siciriski, about the existence of a dramatic vicious circle: lack of the civil society makes it
difficult to create representative elites; the lack of elites in turn slows down the creation of
the society.

Because of that the ideal of civil society in Poland remains a myth, which can inspire,
especially activists and scientific circles; which has not, however, created and will not
create, at least not in the near future, real perspective for a radical improvement of the
situation in the state.

ANDRZE] SZAHAJ

INJUSTICE IN POLAND

The topic of the paper is social injustice in Poland seen from the perspective of John
Rawls’ and Michael Walzer’s theories of justice. In the first part of the article the author
presents the main ideas of theories in question, in the second one he tries to look at the
situation in Poland using them as his tools of identification of forms of injustice present in
this country over the last years. The conclusion of the paper is that people in Poland have
lived with a feeling of sharp social injustice for a long period of time which has resulted in
a demoralization of the important part of the population. The main task of the next
governments in Poland will be to recreate just social rules to let people live in a more
satisfactory milieu.

The article gives the overview of some of the most important trends in intercultural
communication and these, in particular, which the author sees as most vital.
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JaAROSEAW MACAZA

PATHOLOGIES OF PUBLIC LIFE IN THE THOUGHT OF POST-COMMUNIST
LEFT IN THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND

The picture of pathologies of public life in Poland after 1989 in the thought of post-
communist Left (identified with SLD’s circles here) seems to be mostly accurate. The topic
has been widely described, particularly by publicists. Four groups of problems have been
distinguished here for the sake of analysis. Those are the following: corruption and state
colonization, a gap between elites and the society, the society’s disinclination towards the
state, and an excessive participation of the Catholic Church in public life.

The diagnosis of situation was perceived as a result of political and socio-economic
transformation processes after 1989 and criticism of political adversaries, who derived
their nature from PRL period, was refused by the thought of the Left. That interpretation
allowed to make postsolidarity environment mainly responsible for the presence and devel-
opment of pathologies, and found the Left circles (except for few cases) exempted essentially
from mentioned phenomena. Any criticism within the Left environment was usually ignored.
Pathologies of public life were translated into political competition run by the Left.

The process of increasing decomposition of the Left after 2001 resulting from significant
failure of Leszek Miller government, drastic fall of SLD popularity, a set of affairs, offences,
dishonesty has led to discussion about causes of status quo at that time. Not only the
presence of pathologies within the Left environment has been identified, but also the Left
has been seen as an important incubator for the development of mentioned pathologies.

Ewa Maj

ANTISYSTEM, ANTIGLOBAL AND COUNTER-CULTURAL CHARACTER
OF THE SOCIAL COMMUNICATION MEDIUM: THE EXAMPLE OF NATIONAL
PRESS IN POLAND AT THE TURN OF THE 20TH CENTURY

Towards the end of the twentieth and at the beginning of the twenty first century there
existed rich and varied political national press, reflecting the main trends of national and
nationalistic thought. Among them papers of national political parties, as well as magazines
loosely connected with parties themselves, assuming the position of non-formalized
ideological centres. In publicistic texts political programmes of an anti-system character
were reflected. Many of them were devoted to the contestation of the socio-economic,
political and cultural condition of Poland after 1989. Legal and political system of the state
was criticized, seen as a result of the actions of Poland’s enemies. The attacks concentrated
around the question of Polish national interests being neglected in the model of the state
shaped after the round table talks. The model of a liberal-democratic state was rejected.
National state, mono-ethnical and mono-cultural was preferred. In foreign affairs good
relationship with Russia was seen as a necessary element and Germany was referred to as
Poland’s enemy.

National press devoted a lot of space to the problem of cultural globalization.
Globalization was understood as a denationalization, because the loss of the specific character
of spiritual and material creativity was identified with the loss of national identity. National
publicists feared the uniformity of human thought and standardization of individuals and
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social groups. They were afraid that the European Union could become a spokesman for
globalization. They presented a vision of the continent deprived of ethnic richness and the
variety of national cultures, which constitute the heritage of Latin Europe, synthesizing
the values of antique Helleno-Roman world and Christian ones. That heritage was seen as
a source of European order. It was expected that Poland could play a special role in the
strengthening of Europe consisting of national states, called the Europe of Homelands.
The position of Poland would be determined by the attachment of the Polish nation to
Catholicism, respect for history, retaining the traditional model of agriculture and the
village as a homogenous human community.

StAWOMIR CZAPNIK

THE PLACE OF THE GREEN PARTY IN THE SPHERE OF PUBLIC
COMMUNICATION IN POLAND AFTER 1989

This article refers to the role of ecological organizations in public communication sphere
in Poland after 1989. The main topic of this dissertation is transition from communism to
democracy on the patterns of ecology, saving natural environment and its marginalization.
Ecological organizations are part of the third sector — non-governmental organizations.
Since 2001 in mass-media we could find many materials concerning ‘eco blackmail’,
‘ecoterror’ issue as a form of protest against new investments and getting some material
profits from the investors. Conclusion, values of the nature are intangible assets, and in a
public communication sphere they are losing with material values, e.g. economic growth
or unemployment level.

KaTtARZYNA MIECZROWSKA-(CZERNIAK

LOCAL COMMUNICATION: MEDIA, AUTHORITY, SOCIETY

The aim of the article “Local communication: media, authority, society” was an attempt
to evaluate the state of the local democracy in Poland through the analysis of a commu-
nication and information system. The author’s subject matter was the picture of the local
government presented in the local daily newspapers published in Lublin. The exploration
also involved numerous surveys conducted in the whole country. The results present the
society’s attitude towards the local government and the media. In the conclusion of the
article, the author focuses on a tendency of the media to present primarily negative aspects
of the local government’s life and neglect the positive ones treating them as less attractive.
The author charges the local politicians with immaturity in exercising democratic authority.
This immaturity manifests itself in undervaluing the role of the media and policy
information.
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