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•  Carbonate rocks: Upper Cretaceous opokas, marls, chalks, marly limestones
•  Cover deposits: Neogene sands, sandstones and Muschelkalks;
                                 Mesopleistocene glaciogenic deposits (Saalian glaciation);
                                 Holocene organic and mineral-organic deposits

LOCALIZATION OF THE CHEŁM HILLS

A RESEARCH PROJECT

LITHOLOGY THE OCCURRENCE OF THE „REJOWIEC” FLINTS

A research project in the Institute of Archaeology (UMCS):

Studies of incidence of flint rock and its mining, processing
and distribution in the Lublin region (since 2002).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES
•  t he discovery of the flint deposits by Stefan Krukowski in 1927; among the artefacts discovered
   at the time, two bifacial knife-like forms from the “Ostra Górka” site in Zalesie – as the only items
   from the Lublin area – were mentioned in the first synthesis of the Paleolithic at the territory
   of Poland (1939-1948).
•  a verification through fieldwalking survey in the vicinity of Rejowiec by a team of researchers
   from the Polish Academy of Sciences (Waldemar Chmielewski, Halina Mackiewicz i Jadwiga
   Mościbrodzka) in 1964.
•  s econd verification through fieldwalking survey in the area of Rejowiec in 1978 by a student of 
   UMCS Łukasz Rejniewicz – the author of the first characteristic of the Rejowiec flint.
•  t he Polish Archaeological Record (Archeologiczne Zdjęcie Polski) conducted by archaeologists from
   Lublin since 2002.

BASIC QUESTIONS
•   what is the exact range of the deposits of the so called 'Rejowiec' flint?
•   what macroscopic features allow for a differentiation of other similar materials, 
    including, for example, the 'Volhynian' type?
•   in which prehistoric periods this raw material was commonly used?
•   what is the character of the sites occurring within the range of the deposits?
•   w ere any workshops preserved which were on the site of a mine or next to a mine?
•   d o the so called production settlements exist in the direct vicinity of the mines?

RESULTS SO FAR
•    so far an area of 600 square kilometres at Pagóry Chełmskie has been studied through archaeological field survey.
•    in total, 2198 sites connected with the Rejowiec flint were discovered as well as 120 concentrations of different degree
    of density.
•    the oldest settlements are dated to the middle Palaeolithic.
•   the most intensive settlement begins in particular in the periods of the late Palaeolithic and the Bronze Age.
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- In the Chełm Hills flints occur relativeliy rare in situ in the Maastrichtian rocks
- Flints commonly occur in Saalian glaciogenic deposits
- They appear both, in moraine (= push-moraine), and fluvioglacial deposits
- Petrographic and lithofacial evidence suggests:
          - their relationship with the lower units of the Upper Cretaceous
            (Turonian, Coniacian, Santonian, Campanian)
          - their relatively short glacial redeposition
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